The Bengal Florican Houbaropsis bengalensis (Gmelin, 1789) is a Critically Endangered species inhabiting the Indian subcontinent and Southeast Asia (BirdLife International 2012) . It is a ground nesting grassland bird (Poudyal et al. 2008) , which was once common in northern India, Nepal and the Brahmaputra Valley of Assam (Rahmani 2001) 0 44'34.9"E) (Image 2). When first sighted, the bird was in flight. Later it settled on the ground, took refuge in the grassland and was out of sight. It was identified with the presence of entirely white wings except for black tips in flight and also with its call (Grimmett et al. 1999 ). We were able to take a photograph of the bird while in flight which helped us in identifying the bird as male. However, we could not assign the maturity of the individual (adult/subadult) due to inadequate clarity of the image and our limited knowledge on the species.
The breeding season of the species starts from February to July (Ali & Ripley 1987; Narayan 1992) . The mature males establish individual territories in relatively open and short grasslands. Subadult males do not usually establish breeding territories and are seen flying around the breeding sites. However, we cannot conclude anything for the observed behavior from the single sighting.
We later assessed the habitat that was dominated by the Imperata cylindrica along with other short grasses. The local people also reported sighting of the bird in the area.
Bengal 29'E) in Arunachal Pradesh (Narayan 1992; Birdlife International 2001) . In India population decline due to habitat loss and hunting have restricted the distribution of the species within protected areas only (BirdLife International 2001) . However, the species also occurs in some unprotected river islands in eastern India (M. Firoz Ahmed pers. obs. 2003). The significance of this sighting record was that it was outside the protected area in Lower Dibang Valley District in Arunachal Pradesh, which in turn signifies the importance of non protected grasslands in this region.
